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COLLECTION OVERVIEW 


Call Number 
Repository 
Location 
Title 

Date Range 
Extent 
Creator(s) 
Language(s) 


Abstract 


SPC.004 

Archives and Special Collections, Worcester State University 
(Worcester, Massachusetts). 

Learning Resource Center (LRC), L-328A 

Bruce Cohen Labor Collection 

1888-1983; bulk 1930-1970 

2 linear feet; 2 boxes, 2 Oversize folders. 

Bruce Cohen, Edward J. Zysk. 


English 


Labor union-related materials detailing advocacy, issues, 
practices. 


ACCESS AND USE INFORMATION 


Physical Access 


Copyright and 
ownership 


Citation Format 


Materials are available for use only in the Archives Reading 
Room (L-328-A). Users must handle materials with clean 
hands. Some materials are fragile and require special 
handling. 


Researchers are responsible to obtain appropriate 
permissions before republishing materials under 
copyright. 


[Item title] Worcester State University Bruce Cohen Labor 
Collection, Worcester State University Archives and Special 
Collections. 


ACQUISITION AND PROCESSING INFORMATION 


Accession 
Number(s) 


Provenance 


Pre2015.066; ACC.2020.004; 


The Edward J. Zysk materials were acquired by the Archives in 
1986, but a portion of the original collection has subsequently 
become separated (The original finding aid is located in 
WSU.0021, box 7, folder 11). The remaining materials were 
donated by Bruce Cohen in March, 2020. 


3 


Processing 
Information 


Biographical and 
Historical 
Information 


The bulk of the materials in this collection were assembled by 
Professor Bruce Cohen as research and teaching items related 
to his role as a faculty member in WSU’s history department. 
Most arrived as part of his larger collection of faculty papers 
but, due to their unique content, were separated into a 
particular collection, organized by title and date, and housed 
in folders. The Edward J. Zysk series originated as an 
independent collection in the Archives in 1986 and was 
reprocessed in 2016. This collection was subsumed as a series 
into the Bruce Cohen collection in 2020. 


Bruce Cohen (1937-2020) was a professor of history at 
Worcester State University from 1965 until his retirement in 
2016. An alumnus of Rutgers University, he also taught there 
(1964-1965) and at Michigan Technical University (1963-1964) 
and Fairleigh-Dickenson University (1965-1966). Specializing in 
Labor History, Immigration, and Progressive Era, this collection 
represents a portion of his research materials he assembled 
during his tenure at WSU. Edward J. Zysk (1912-1998) was 
active in union organizing in the region, including at the 
former Rutland Heights hospital, and served as president of 
Lodge 2443 of the American Federation of Government 
Employees (AFGE). He later became a AFGE national 
representative. He also served as a national representative of 
the National Association of Internal Service Employees 
(NAIRE). The series containing his materials appears to have 
been assembled by Zysk during his tenure with both the AFGE 
and NAIRE as well as with related organizations and activities. 


SCOPE AND CONTENT 


ARRANGEMENT 


Series | 


Series Il 


These materials reflect policies, practices, and outreach by 
various labor organizations for much of the 20" century with 
the bulk from 1930-1970. Included are pamphlets written for 
union members on issues and practices as well as newsletters, 
training materials, manuals, and reports. Represented are 
topics related to fears of communist infiltration of unions from 
the 1930s to the 1950s, the Taft-Hartley Act; affirmative action 
and anti-discrimination efforts; and profiles of labor leaders 
such as David Dubinsky and Tom Mooney. 


Books (1930-1983) 


Pamphlets and periodicals (1888-1971) 
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Series III Edward Zysk Materials (1858-1980) 
ACCESS POINTS 


Organizations 
American Federation of Government Employees [AFGA] 
American Federation of Labor [AFL] 
Congress of Industrial Organizations [CIO] 
National Federation of Federal Employees [NFFE] 
President’s Committee on Equal Employment Opportunity 
[PCEEO] 
United Steelworkers of America 


Places 
Worcester, Massachusetts 
Rutland, Massachusetts 
General 
Labor Relations 
Labor Unions 
Labor Unions and Communism 
Organized Labor 
Strikes and lockouts 


RELATED MATERIALS 
WSU.0021, Faculty Papers 


DESCRIPTIVE INVENTORY 


Series | Books 

Location title 

RBC, 2 An East Side Epic: The Life and Work of Meyer London. Rogoff, 
1930. 

RBC, 1 Canals and Industry: Engineering in Lowell, 1821-1880. 
Malone, 1983. 

RBC, 3 The Case Against David Dubinsky. Weinstone. 1946. 

RBC, 4 Causes of Industrial Peace Under Collective Bargaining: Case 
Study. Shultz, 1952. 

RBC, 5 Guide to Political Action. United Electrical, Radio, and Machine 
Workers of America. 1948. 

RBC, 6 Jews Without Money. Gold, 1930. 

RBC, 7 Labor Problems and Labor Legislation. Andrews, 1922. 

RBC, 8 New England’s Disharmony: The Consequences of the 
Industrial Revolution. Reynolds, 1993. 

RBC, 9 The Origins of Left Culture in the U.S., 1880-1940. Cultural 
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RBC, 10 
RBC, 11 
RBC, 12 


RBC, 13 


RBC, 14 
RBC, 15 


Series Il 
Box/Fldr 
2.1 
2.1 
2.1 
2.1 
2.1 
2.1 
2.1 


2.1 
2.1 
2.1 
2.1 
2.2 
2.2 


2.2 
2.2 
2.2 
2.2 
2.2 


2.2 


OSF.1 
2.2 


2.2 
2.2 
2.2 
2.2 


2.2 
2.3 
2.3 


Correspondence, 1978. 

The Sewer Socialists: Vol 1. Beck, 1982. 

The Sewer Socialists, Vol. 2. Beck. 1982. 

The Shop Stewards’ Movement and Workers’ Control. 
Pribicevic. 1959 

The Socialist and Labor Star: Huntington, WV, 1912-1915. 
Corbin, 1971. 

These Are Our People. United Steelworkers of America, 1956. 
What Happened in the Mooney Case? Hopkins, 1932. 


Pamphlets and periodicals 

Title 

Bill for Wages and Hours...AFL. 1938 

The Briggs Strike: Anderson, 1983. 

The Burning Question of Trades Unionism. De Leon, 1960. 
The Burning Question of Trades Unionism. De Leon, 1964. 
CIO: What is is...and How it Came to Be. ClO, 1937 
Communists Try to Organize ‘Factories in the Fields.’ Dann, nd 
Communists Within the Labor Movement. Chamber of 
Commerce, 1947. 

Daily Proceedings, 2" Constitutional Convention, CIO. 1939 
The Devil in the Book. Trumbo, 1956 

The Drive Against Labor. ClO, 1947 

The Farmer-Labor Party. Socialist Workers Party, nd 

Harry Bridges. Trumbo, 1941 

How to Runa Union Meeting. Workers Education Bureau of 
America, 1948. 

The Frame-Up System. Smith, 1932. 

Hearings: Committee on Un-American Activities. 1953. 
John L. Lewis Exposed! Hass, 1937. 

The Jews of Eastern Europe. Furst, 1959 

It’s Your Union They’re After! United Electrical Radio and 
Machine Workers of America, 1948. 

Labor Bulletin of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 
September,. 1904. 

The Labor World, February 22, 1929 

Let Freedom Ride the Rails. National Negro Labor Council, 
1954 

Made in Canada. Coach House Press, 1967. 

Marxism in the United States. Trotsky, 1947 

May Day, 1939. Amter, 1939 

Monopoly in the United States. Labor Research Association, 
1942. 

The Moral Aspect of a Protective Tariff. Walker, 1888. 
Personal Histories of the Early C.I.0. Lynd (ed.), 1971. 

The Position of the International Ladies’ Garment Workers’ 
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2.3 


2.3 
2.3 
2.3 
2.3 
2.3 
2.3 
2.3 
2.3 


2.3 
2.3 


2.3 


2.3 
2.3 


OSF.2 
2.3 


2.3 


2.3 
2.3 
2.3 
2.3 


Series III 
Box/fldr 
1.1 

1.2 

1.3 

1.4 

1.5 

1.6 

1.7 

1.8 

1.9 

1.10 
1.18 
1.12 
1.11 
1.15 


Union...ClO and AFL. ILGWU, 1938. 

Reflections of Our Heritage. New Britain Museum of American 
Art, 1975. 

Resolutions of the 6" ClO Convention. 1943 

Security, Civil Liberties, and Unions. Fleischman, 1956. 
Sit-Down. Seidman, 1937. 

Southern Labor in Wartime. Labor Research Association, 1942. 
Spying on Workers. Dunn, 1933 

The Student Movement in the ‘50s. Schiffrin, 1968. 

The Subversion of Collective Bargaining. Bell, 1960. 
Taft-Hartley and the 1.T.U. International Typographical Union, 
1949 

The Taft-Hartley Plot Unfolds. California ClO Council, 1948 
Tom Mooney ...Betrayed by Labor Leaders. Tom Mooney 
Molders Defense Committee, 1931. 

Transactions of the Commonwealth Club of California. October 
1906. 

The Unions and the Socialists. Krzycki, nd. 

United Steel Workers of America, Special Report. McDonald, 
1954. 

Upton Sinclair’s End Poverty Paper, Match 1934 

What is the so-called Right to Work Bill? Baltimore Federation 
of Labor, 1955. 

Welcome to Springfield...a Mass Mutual Property. Springfield 
(MA) Movement for a Democratic Society, 1969. 

Where is the C.Il.0. Going? Morris. 1949 

Wilshires. October, 1910. 

Witch Hunt in Minnesota. Novack, 1942. 

The Yellow Dog Contract. Cohen, 1932. 


Edward J. Zysk Labor Materials, 1958-1980 

Title 

AFGE, Executive Order 10988, 1962 

AFGE, Government Standard , No. 42, 1965 

AFGE, Local #1 Bylaws, n.d. 

AFGE, Information Packet, 1962 

AFGE, Training Institute Materials, 1967 

AFGE, News Service, 1965-1966 

AFGE, News and Information, 1965-1967, n.d. 

AFL-CIO, Manual for Shop Stewards, 1958 

Bureau of National Affairs, Daily Labor Report, No. 57, 1974 
CCR, Civil Rights Under Federal Program, 1965 

CSC, Conducting Hearings on Employee Appeals, 1968 
Department of Labor, Employee Compensation Act, 1960 
Department of Labor Reports, 1964-1971 

NAGE, NOAA Multi-unit Agreement, 1972 
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1.13 
1.14 
1.16 
1.17 


NFFE Shop Steward Manuals, n.d 

NFFE, The Federal Employee, 1969, 1980 
PCEEO, Plans for Progress, 1964 

PCEEO, Rules and Regulations, 1963 


